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Washington Has Another Very Important
.
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.-- mm - -- - -

CAPITAL'S INAPPREGIATION OF GOOD i-- "ll.i ''3Sm a'i g e ntltf&irfffL g j jgj-- y

PLA YS AND FINE ACTING IS DISGRACE

Our Frank Patronage of "Piffle" Wile We Allow the Really

Worth While Things to Starve Is Discouragement to
J Managers Who Try to Send Us Artistic

Productions.

By JULIA CHANDLER IIAICZ.
Washington would get its just deserts if one-ha-lf the playhouses tenanted

by the best theatrical attractions the country affords were turned" into homes for
popular vaudeville and the other half given over to burlesque, for when pro
ducers send the cream of their offerings
deliberately turns a cold shoulder in utter disregard and inappredation.

So keenly is this fact felt that
speak of it in accents of shame and disgust

The week that has just gone by, bringing to us at least three great artists
and two remarkably fine plays in their respective lines, is no example of
local disdain of what is really fine in theater, while giving frank patronage
to pure and simple "piffle."

For many years Mclntyre and Heath appeared in vaudeville in their black-

face skit, which is known the country over as "The Ham Tree," an act which
has always proven sufficiently humorous to tickle the risibilities of a vaude-

ville audience. Practically everybody who attends theater at all has laughed

at their foolishness one time or another, yet when John Cort brought these two
comedians to Washington last week in the same sketch, which has become
so familiar that the average theater-go- er could repeat half the lines, verbatim,

at $2 prices, Washingtonians dug cheerfully down in their pockets and fished
out the coin with every evidence of feeling that they were getting its value in
entertainment.

And not a soul could plead ignorance of what they were doing, for Mclntyre
and Heath have been offering "The Ham Tree" for a period much longer than
my memory.

Of course, the black-fac- e character work of the two comedians did not stand
alone. Since its vaudeville days "The Ham Tree" has acquired a few ruffles

around its skirt in the way of musical
and certainly not worth the difference
and that of legitimate drama, for the
week was not even distinguished by a single good voice.

Yet "The Ham Tree" drew the crowds
while the best melodrama that has held
the boards of a local theater during the
lour years that I have been writing
dramatic criticism tor The Washington
Herald, as well as the most consummate
skill In the matter or acting that Wash-
ington has seen In many a day. went
aToerrlne.

Included In the latter category Is not
nnlv the east presenting "Birds of Prey"
at the Columbia last week, but the play-

ers who offered "The Secret." headed by
Miss Frances Starr, at the National.

Miss Starr's visualization of Gabrlelle
Jannelot, the woman who Henri Bern-
stein saw nt to obsess with a passionate
and revolting Jealousy In his powerful
drama. Is the highest form of dramatic
art It Is the flawless gem in ner ora-Ila- nt

career. And the players supporting
Miss Star In "The Secret" give a per-

formance which Is alone worth the price
of admission. Add to this the master
touch with which David Belasco has
staged the drama and we have consum-
mate skill In every quarter of its produc-
tion. Tet "The Secret" was but sparsely
attended by Washington theater-goer- s

last week.
In the face of such a fact what, may

, I ask, la to producers to
V bring the best of their offerings to the

Nation's Capital?
What to. keep tHe rest of the country

from feeling ashamed of us?
Scarcely less excuse was there for

the meagre attendance at the Colum-

bia last week, where A, H. Woods did
tribute to our Judgment by giving us
the premiere last Monday night of
WiUard Mack's melodramatic master-
piece. "Birds of Prey." superbly acted
by Miss Jane Grey and John Barrymore
In the leading roles.

Somebody had the temerity to suggest
that the new Wood's production did not
draw larger audiences because It came to
us first, having no long run elsewhere
to its credit

Stuff and nonsense!
As I reminded the commentator. Miss

Starr's exquisitely modeled portrait of
Gabrlelle Jannelot had brought her a
metropolitan ovation during the long run
cf "The Secret" In New York.

And what about "A Pair of Sixes,"
which came to the Belasco the week be-

fore last after the most successful run
of a solid year In New Tork?

The piece waa as clean and clever a
farce as any one could ask to see, and
yet its record of success elsewhere made
absolutely no difference to Washington.

And It is all a great pity, which, some-
how, ought to be remedied.

There are plenty of folk in Washington
who enjoy the theater and are fortunate
enough to have the price of seats. Tet
the majority of them will never see Miss
Starr's perfect piece of work In "The
Secret" because she is shortly to begin
rehearsal for the new drama In which
Mr. Belasco is to present her in Decem-
ber, and will not come back to Wash-
ington In the Bernstein piece.

And "Birds of Prey" goes directly from
Washington to New York, where It has
every promise of an extended run, so
that those who missed seeing it last
week, through Indifference or Inappre-
dation, or whatever reason, are likely to
be severely punished: for they are not
likely to have another chance of seeing
the gripping and very human story pre'
sented again on a local stage with the
present company of exceptionally fine
artists In the cast

A. H. Woods, the former purveyor of
low-pric- melodrama has within recent
years developed such an unerring In-

stinct in the matter of picking successes
that he Is fast becoming a distinguished
figure In New York theatricals. There
are to his credit three of the biggest
dramatic successes of last year, viz:
"Within the Law." "The Yellow Ticket"

and "Potash and Perlmutter," and right
sow he has three stupendous hits In
Forty-secon- d street even before he adds
"Birds of Prey" to the number.

The dominant Ingredient of the theat-
rical hash of the current week Is musical
comedy, "High Jinks," coming to the
Belasco and "My Best Girl." to the Co-

lumbia, each with an enviable record of
success In New York and elsewhere at-
tached to Its announcement

"High Jinks" began Its career on
Broadway the 10th of last December, an
occasion which was of more than usual
Interest because it marked the debut of
Miss Elaine Hammersteln, the daughter
of the producer.

Miss Hammersteln Is no longer with
the company, and. Indeed, only one mem-
ber of the original cast Is to be aeen
this season In an Important role, although
the present company is an excellent one
for all that Miss Ada Meade, whose
fine voice has been heard here with the
Aborn Opera Company, is still playing
the part of Mrs. Thorne, In which her

v singing, dancing, and exquisite Parisian; gowns have all won the unlimited en- -
.thuslasm of both New York and Boston.

- Mlas Stella Mayhew Is the chief merry-mak- er

In "High Jinks" this season, and
'. Miss Elizabeth Wood la said to be an-

other bright spot of the musical comedy.
Rudolf FrimL whose "The Firefly" we
all liked. Is responsible for the music,
much of which is already familiar In
Washington, and Otto Hauerbach is "the
author of the book.

In "My Best Girt." Victor Morley ullI

to the Capital of the United States, it

unique
the

the

old

loyal Americans are already beginning to

comedy, but the ruffles are flimsy affairs,
between the price of a vaudeville show

musical embellishment as heard here last

the Columbia this week, having suc-
ceeded Clifton Crawford In the leading
role. Mr. Crawford, who Is the com-
poser of the score, became a Broadway
star when the piece was originally pre-
sented at the Park Theater, New York,
In which production Rita Stanwood, Har-
ry Fartelgb. Harriet Burt and Edwin
Nlcander were prominent in the cast

Mr. Crawford shares the honor for the
score which so pleased the theater-
goers of the metropolis with Augustus
Barratt while Channing Pollock and
Bennold Wolf wrote the book, a fact
which should assure us a coherent and
Interesting plot which Is a rare and
much to be desired asset of the musical
show.

Before the days of his collaboration
with Mr. Wolf. Mr. Pollock had at-
tracted attention as an author. His first
successful effort culminated In the dram-
atization of William Morris' noted novel,
"The Pit" which was used as a vehicle
for Wilton Lackye for several years.
His other plays Include "In the Bishop's
Carriage.1' "The Little Gray Lady."
"Such a Little Queen." "The Secret
Orchard." "Clothes." "The Inner 8hrine,"
and "The Emperor Napoleon. most of
which are dramatization of popular
novels, few of them achieving any re-
markable success as dramas.

In his connection with Mr. Wolf. Mr.
Pollock has been more successful. "My
Best Girl." "The Beauty Shop," and
TTie Red Widow." belnc amonr their

best liked collaborations. They are at
present at work on & new niece, and
have contracts calling for three more.

-
When announcemeat Is made of any

local engagement of Otis Skinner the
public needs no assurance from the press
that it will not be cheated, for Mr.
Skinner's is a name which stands for
the highest and most intellectual quality
mere is in dramatic art on the English-speakin- g

stage today. For three sea-
sons now we have reveled in his con-
summate artistry In his portrayal or
Had), the Beggar, In the spectacular
production of "Kismet" each time at the
New National Theater, so that It will bea matter of more than casual Interest
to witness his return to straight drama
in the role of a rich and modern man
when he makes his first metropolitan ap-
pearance In "The Silent Voice," a new
play fro mthe pen of Jules Eckert
Goodman, which will have Its practical
Premiere here tomorrow night

Aside from the dramatic event of anew play from the author of "Mother"
and Mr. Skinner's appearance in the first
modern role In which he has been seen
for a long time, this, the opening of hisnew season, is distinguished by anotherpoint of extreme Interest in that It brings
back Mrs. Otis Skinner (Maud Durbln) to
the stage.

Mrs. Skinner, who has not been on the
professional boards for a number ofyears, began her stage life and first met
her husband at the time Mme. Modjeska
proaucea nenry jsignth" upon a very
lavish scale In New York City. Mies
uurom reaa tne prologue In a manner
which won the prediction of a notable
future for her. When Mr. Skinner de-
cided to venture into the land of star
dom Miss Durbln became his leading
woman, and before the end of the firstyear they were married.

In all Mr. Skinner's earlier plays.
Shakespearean and romantic, Mrs. Skin-
ner was his leading woman, but when a
little daughter came to bless the union
Mrs. Skinner considered that her first
duty was at home, and her retirement
from the footlights caused sincere re-
gret

In the years of her absence from the
stage Mrs. Skinner has not ceased to be '
heard In the matter of things theatrical,
however, for she has been a factor In the
history of the Drama League of America,
has written several one-a- ct plays which
have been produced with success, and
contributed to literature a number of ex-
cellent stories.

The role In which she will appear to-
morrow night when we are to pass first
Judgment on "The Silent Voice." is that
of a charming and lovable woman whose
mission Is that of peacemaker; a role to
wnicn those who have seen the new play
In rehearsal tell me she Is particularly
wen suited.

THE CURRENT WEEK.

National Otis Skinner in "The
Silent Voice.

At the New National Theater Charles
Frohman will present Otis Skinner this
week la a new play, called "The Silent
Yolce." by Jules Eckert Goodman, who
has founded hi play unon a short storr
by Gouverneur Morris.

"The Silent Voice" Is presented in four
acta, and U said to tell a story that is
dramatic in the extreme. Mr. Skinner
plays the role of Montgomery Starr, who
has everything for which his heart can
wish except Jus hearing it l hli mis-
fortune to be totally deaf. Tho afflic-
tion, which cam upon him suddenly,
has embittered Starr almost to the de
gree, or agnosticism. He la an accom
pushed musician, lives In a beautiful
home in Upper Fifth avenue. New York
City, and Is surrounded by every luxury.

the featured meW 5."cist'TuStMS?

CALENDAR OF THE WEEK.

Tfatlonal Otis skinner In The
Silent Voice."

Belasco "High Jinks."
Columbia "Mr Best Girt."
Pelfs "Fine Feathers."
B. F. Keith's High-cla- ss

Vaudeville.
Gayety Resey Fosey Girls."
Cosmos Vaudeville.
Casino Vaudeville.

woman. They are Pals, and Starr finally
fails deeply In love with the young lady.
They are married, but after two years,
while Starr has' earnestly desired an heir,
the marriage has not been fruitful. In
the meantime, the young wife has been
thrown much in the society of a man
much younger than her husband, and
her loyalty is sorely tempted. Btarr has
become very proficient in tip reading,
and while he and his Vlfe are living
practically apart he amusea himself by
reading, with the use of powerful glasses.
the stories told by others In Central
Park, Just across the avenue. These
stories, with their pathos and tragedy,
soon begin to make a strong appeal to
the rich, lonely man, and finally bis
nature undergoes a complete change. The
breach between himself and his young
wife la completely healed, and In the end
there is happiness for everyone.

Charles Frohman has provided. It Is
stated, an elaborate production. In which
a number of novel Ideas are brought out
in the stage settings, and to have pro
vided Mr. Skinner with an exceptionally
strong and company.

Mrs. Skinner. Others In the cast
are Eugenie Woodward. Owen Meech.
Wade Boteler. Florence Fisher, Ooorge
Gaul, Harry Sothern. Esther Cornell.
Walter F. Scott, Winona Dennlson, Will-la-

Wilson, Philip Leigh, and Ruth Farn-ha-

Belaaeo "HlgU Jink."
After having run for a year at the

Casino Theater, New York, Arthur
Hammersteln's production of "High
Jinks" will begin a week's engagement
at the Belasco Theater tomorrow. The
piece Is the work of Otto Hauerbach and
Rudolph Frlml, who are belt known as
the authors of "Naughty Marietta" and
"The Firefly." The music Is said to be
far above the American standard and
fully half a dozen of the production's
songs have been whistled, hummed, and
sung here for months. The leading role
Is assumed by Stella Mayhew who Is too
well known to local theater-goer- s for
further Introduction. She Is assisted by
Eugene O'Rourke. Billle Taylor. Philip
Ryley, Emma Francis. Adele Ardsley,
Paul Porcasl, Dorothy Vernon, Ada
Meade. Bernard Gorcey, Elizabeth Wood.
Dorothy Wolfe. Augustus Schultz and Al-
berta Devere.

The name "High Jinks" comes from a
certain magical perfume which upon
smelling gives happyness. The plot of the
story concerns the career of an Amer-
ican nerve specialist residing In Paris
wno comes under the sDell of "Hlrh
Jinks." He kisses his patient the wife
of a volatile Frenchman. He la discov
ered and challenged to a duel, but the
encounter never takes place, as the
Frenchman's anger Is appeased by the
offer of equal familiarity with the doc-
tor's wife. By the substitution of anoth-
er woman the plot becomes somewhat
involved: and it Is still further compli
cated by the presence of a wealthy
American wno 18 lOOKlnr for his lost
wife. The final amicable adjustment ofan grievances abides by the rule of
dramatic art but depends entirely upon
me eracacy or tne perrume High Jinks'
which Is the balm for all Ills.

Colombia --Sly Ilrit tllrl."
"My Best Girl" comes to the Columbia

Theater tomorrow night with Victor Mor-le- y

In the stellar role. Glowing praises
were showered on this merry musical
comedy when It opened at the Park
Theater in New Tork and during Its
extended run there It became one of thestriking succeesses of Broadway. Scarce-
ly less marked waa Its success In Boston
when later It went to that city for arun.

"My Best Girl" Is from ih n r.r
Channing Pollock and Retinoid Wolf. The
music is worthy of the lyrics and Clif-
ton Crawford and Augustus Barratt haveby this one Piece. If their tvemtr y,mA n
do accomplish anything else, established
memseives as musicians with originality

Victor Morley Is the star of the piece.
Those who have n him in "in.
Twins" and "The Quaker nirl" orili i
him even more delightful in "My BestGirl." Mr. Morley Is surraunrfrri hv
cast or brilliant people. The principals
were selected with th. rrnt..f ,..,..
and among the mwill be found voices thatare really worth hearing. Dancing' Is a
mu.i. ucuom reaiure or the show andthere Is no kind of terpsicnorean skillmi is not to oe round well executed.. viuuuuign is eiaoorate. The co- -
iiuacs are in tne most part modern andare kept up to the minute. Indeed It Is
In the costuming that Is vividly exempU- -
-- tu .o - iom is usea in Keeping theshow In perfect condition at all times.

Poll I Fine Feathers."
Eugene Walters' dramatic success,

!7mlF.'athe'" wl" "e offering ofthe Poll Players this week. This willmark the first presentation of thla en-
grossing American play in stock.In "Fine Feathers" Mr. wir rv.i.an American home where the wire is ob
sessed oy tne criminal longing for fine
clothes and other luxuries which her hus-ba- na

cannot afford to give her. He Is achemist working on a salary of IS aweek, barely enough to pay for one ofher hats. Temptation comes to this
S" orm of Proposal that Rey-

nolds, the husband, shall give his O. K.to a grade of cement much Inferior to thatcalled for In the iceclnritin. - . v.
dam. The reward U to be M0.0O0. At firstReynolds rejects the nitu- - in4i...ti.but the contractor sees that the wife Isgrasping and pleasure-lovin- g, and he con-
tinues hla attack on the husband's honorthrough her. Eventually the wife winsl' L? tno ""B-w- a accepts themoney does not bring hap-piness. As soon as Mrs. Remolds socialposition Is bettered she sees other people
who are a little better f ..- - ,wi.and the more she has, the taore she
In the end the sins of the pair are?m --m?iV Jenatlon1 ""

been constructed ofinferior cement U swept away by a floodand hundreds of innocent Uvea are sacri-
ficed. Reynolds decides upon a startllnn-an-shocking retribution.
.KIn,ihorIln,,ll ca,t oi "Flne Feathers"leading, roles were enacted by WiltonLackaye. Robert: Edeson. Max Figman;
Lollta Robertson and Rose Coghlaa. ThePoll Players, therefore, will have distin-guished artists as their guides.

Keith Itta-h-clas-s Vaude-
ville.

Nora Bayes win ba at B. F, Keith's
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Thornton, the wit and the popular bal- -
ladlste, leading the supporting forces.
Miss Bsyes will offer "Songs and Fool-
ishness," and the Thorntons win offer
successes of their own. Other attractions
win be the European comedy eccentric.
Joe Jackson; Allan Dlnehart. in "The
Meanest Man In the World." Franker
Wood and Bunee Wyde. Vera Berliner.
Lucy Gillette, Bert Crossman and Helen
Stewart, and the Hearst-sell- g News
Pictorial.

Today Eddie Foy and the seven little
Foys will lead the bill at the two vaude
ville concerts. Other numbers will be
Dunbar's Nine White Hussars. Jane Con-
nelly aid Company. Emily Darrell and
Charley Conway. Hazel Cox. the Skaters
BIJouve. Maxlnt Brothers and "Bobby,"
and Weber and Capltola.

Oayrtj 'lloier Posey latrla.
The attraction at the Gayety for this

week will be "The Rosey Posey Girls,"
under the personal direction or the vet-
eran manager. Peter Clark, which Is a
sufficient guarantee .that It contains
many Interesting novelties. One or these
is a real tangoetta number by a number
or gins rrom the BarDary coast or San
Francisco and featuring Earl and Marie
Gates. The act Is booked tor the

Exposition and will leave
for California immediately after the con
clusion or tne Hosey Posey Girls' sea
son. This year Manager Clark offers a
two-a- ct musical extravaganza called
"The Love Club." Totten Smith is re
sponsible for the book.

The play opens at the club that has
been organized by a clever woman and
with the assistance of a wonderful per
rume canea "The .Perfume of Love.'
which creates an atmosphere of af-
fectionate doings leads to many weird
and comic situations. Among the princi
pals with tne company are Jeannette
Young. Harry Bentley, Bert Wlggln,
Harry La Van. Walter and Jane Pear-
son, "Billle" Davles. Sarah Hyatt and
Jeanette Mohr. Friday night will be
country store night at which perform
ance Manager Peck has selected many
gifts for distribution, some of them
having been selected for the children as
well as the ladles and gentlemen.

Caalne Vaudeville.
Bankoff's Dancers, an aggregation ot

nve gins and one man, in a whirlwind
terpsicnorean festival. Introducing the
latest novelties in the dance world will
headline the Casino bill this week. Green
and Parker will have an offering of
songs; Roland and Farrell. their comedy
skit "Putting It Over:" Frank Gabbay.
"An Evening With a Ventriloquist" and
the Vannersons. some daring feats and
funny things in a comedy bar act Thurs-
day, under the new Casino policy, the bill
will be changed. Selected film features
will be shown at every performance and
there will be added attractions for each
evening or the week. Including the Inno-
vation, "The Furniture Store," Monday
night; the "Country Store" Tuesday.
Thursday, and Saturday nights; the "Sur
prise rarty" Wednesday night and the
amateurs Friday night

Today's concerts, trom J:Jo to 10:30 n. m..
will present the best of last week's at
tractions with an unusually fine orches
tral program.

Garden Feature Flints.
The drawing card today at Moora'a

Garden Theater will be Marlon Leonard
in "Adriit adapted by Edwin Hurlburt
the American dramatist from a storr hv
J. M. Barrle. The supplementary attrac-
tions Include Little Mary, a recent Key-
stone farce comedy, timely views taken
within the war zone and other standard
film features.

'TThe Man of the Hour," a (limitation
of George Broadhurst's comedy drama,
featuring Robert Warwick, will be the
headline attraction on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday.

On Thursday and Friday the chief fea-
ture will be a filmlxatlon of the old Eng-
lish melodrama. "The Ticket of Leave
Man." played by a company headed by
Thurlow Burgen. "The Bluing Sea" will
be shown on Saturday. The dally pro-
gram will further Include little Mary
Pickford. recent Keystone comedies and
other features, besides musical accompa-
niments by the Garden Symphony Or-
chestra.

Cosmos Vaudeville.
One of the most elegant of th.' big
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eight terpsicnorean exponent of the lat-
est dance numbers, will be the headline
attraction at the Cosmos this week. Rut'
ledge, Pickering and company will fur-
nish the dramatic feature of the pro- -
gram, a farce In one act entitled "The

i Fatted Calf " Harry Sterling will appear
In specialties and Evans and Vidocq In
clack-rac- e minstrelsy. Owen Wright Is
promised in mimicry and monologue, and
another novelty I promised In Adelaide
and Henry. The Hearst-Sell- g Pictorial
news. Including pictures ot the European
war. will head a series or photoplays.
Thursday at the matinee the bill will be
changed.

Halvonsn's "Entrance ot the Bojar-ens- ;"

Gruenwald's suite, "Antony and
Cleopatra;" the "Meditation." trom Mas-
senet's "Thais;" two Oriental novelties.
Tyers' "Smyrna" and Allen's "Gin ot
the Orient," and Von Ttlzer's Intermezzo.
"Vous Pour Mol," with a number of
other selections, will be featured In the
orchestral program, under the direction
of Arthur Manvell, at the Cosmos con
certs today.

StrandFeatnre Films.
At Moore's Strand Theater the main

attraction today will b "Tracked Across
the Atlantic." unfolding a detective story
that is raid to be a perfect succession
ot thrills and surprises. The supple-
mentary features Include Marion Leon-
ard while a member or the American
Blograph Company, a recent Keystone
comedy, new motion views taken within
the European war zone, and other film
attractions.

The New York Hippodrome success,
"America," will be shown on Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday. This film has
been made under the personal supervi-
sion of the Shuberts.

The piece de resistance on Thursday
and Friday will be George Klelne'e pro-
duction of "Antony and Cleopatra."

On Saturday Mr. Moore has prepared
a surprise. In the form of a feature in
multiple reels that has Just been com-
pleted, but aa yet unnamed. The dally
program will Include Marion Leonard.
Keystone farce comedies, timely views
taken within the war zone, and other
standard film attractions.

PROMISED NEXT WEEK.

"Omar, the Tentmaker."
The most spectacular attraction In sev-

eral seasons will come to the Belasco
Theater next week, when Guy Bates Post
will appear In the title role of Richard
rvaiion 'ruuys sumptuous Persian ro-
mance, "Omar, the Tentmaker." which
comes direct from Its triumph
In New York. Mr. Tully. who Is a native
of California, Is universally recognized aa
one or the foremost dramatists In
America, and In his latest work he hss
surpassed his previous successes, "Th
uira or raraaise" and "The Rose ot the
Rancho," both of which are pleasurably
recalled by all theater-goer- s. For a num
ber of seasons Mr. Post has been re-
garded as one ot the foremost dramatic
artists ot our "tare, but It has remained
for his splendid Impersonation of the be-
loved Persian poet to Intrench him deft,
nltely as the most Interesting figure In
romantic roles since the passing of Rich-
ard Mansfield. Scenlcally, the equip-
ment tor "Omar, th Tentmaker" Is so
massive and elaborate that only the
largest stages In America will accommo-
date the succession of huge settings
which are a conspicuous feature ot the
attraction.

High-cla- ss Vaudeville.
Schafter, the recent sensation of the

B. F. Keith New York theaters, will be
seen for the first time In Washington at
me a, F. Keith Theater next week. The
management has surrounded Schaffer
with a bill including Ruth Roye, "Prin
cess of Ragtime;" FVanVlyn Ardell and
company In "The Suffragette;" Rawls and
von Kaufman. Holmes and Buchanan,
Carhrey brothers, and other attractions.

'The MUleadlnr Lady.'
"The1 Misleading Lady" is described as

a comedy of thrills.' This production.
coming to the National Theater next
week. Is said not only to offer a ranld- -
flre succession of amusing situations, but
also to maintain a keen dramatic Inter
est m, a senes of .complex, and laugn-pro- -

I
- comes here alter a seven
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rvonths" run at the Fulton Theater, New
York. The authors of this play had un-
usual qualifications. Charles W. God-dar- d,

a Dartmouth graduate, has won
distinction as a newspaper writer, and
the technical worth or the piece is laid
to the years or experience as an actor ot
the Paul Dickey.

A number or Interesting stage rolk are
In the cast Including Albert Sackett
Henry Miller. Jr.. and Frank Sylvester.

"Th Mnster 3Ilnd."
"The Master Mind." on of the most

thrilling plays dealing with the machina-
tions of a great brain gone awry, will
be the offering of the Poll Players next
week. The story concerns a capable man
who elect to become a criminal In order
to be avenged on a district attorney who
has convicted his brother of murder. This
avenger plots a terrible vengeance, em-
ploying In his scheme a young girl who
comes to him as a waif or the streets.

The climax come when the Master
Mind Is won over to the side ot right by
the sort Influence or love. It is a dra-- l
mauc siory. toio wiin capital spint Carl
uncKert win he seen In the role made
famous by Edmund Breese. who Played
it for a wnole season at the Harris Thea
ter, New Tork.

'The Happy Widows."
At the Gayety Theater next week the

"Happy Widows" company Is to be the
attraction. The company Is headed by
Joseph K. Watson and Murray J. Sim-
mons, and will offer a military musical
comedy In two acts entitled "In Dreamy
Mexico." Fifty people In addition to the
stars are employed. Special music and
headline vaudeville specialties are addi-
tional features. The vehicle used this
season Is a travesty on the present upris-
ing In Mexico.

Feature Films.
At Moore's Strand Theater the main at-

traction on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday ot next week will be the
latest Shubert production. "The Mystery
or Edwin Drood. taken from the story
of the same title by Charles Dickens, and
posed by a company headed by Tom Ter-rls- x.

On Thursday a feature entitled
"Land of the Lost" will be the main at-
traction. On Friday and Saturday will be
seen "The Spy," presenting a dramatic
Incident in the early history of our coun-
try.

Fenivre Films.
At Moore's Garden Theater, the prin

cipal attraction on Monday and Tuesday
of next week will be George Klelne's
latest production. "Lion of Venice,"
taken with the aid and support of the
Venetian government On Wednesday
and Thursday will be seen "The Sky
Monster." On Friday will be shown a
filmlxatlon of the play, "Next In Com-
mand." in which John Drew starred a
few seasons ago. "The Broken Promise."
a film story laid along new lines, will
finish out the week on Saturday,

"The Heart ot ruddy "Whack."
The annual appearances of Chauncey

Olcott in Washington are Interesting
events of the theatrical season. This
year Mr. Olcott will again be seen at the I

loiumDia ana in a new comeay entitled '
The Heart of Paddy Whack." by Rachel :

Crothers, who Is already known for her
successes. "Youna- - .Wisdom." "A Man's I

World." and "The Three of Us." Many I

months ago Haary Miner moi Sir, Olcott

agreed that an entirely new style of Irish
comedy would be required for Mr. Olcott
this season and Miss Crothers Is said
to have written a play differing In many
ways from the stereotVDed Irish dram
and one filled with both sentiment and
humor. Its scenes are laid In a rural
Irish village fn 1630, permitting much

' color and quaintness in scenic settings
and costuming. Mr. Olcott plays the roleor a middle aged bachelor who finds hisnewly returned ward playing havoc with
bis heart

TFJIPSICHOEEAN ARTISTE
WITH "MY BEST GIRLM

There are, many national institutions.Every country Is Identified not only by
Its policy of government but Its arts. Its
music. Its literature, and In these days.
Its dancing. The classic dance seems to
belong to Greece and, with few excep-
tions, she is welcome to It The high-
land fling and the pipe dances are

as the thistle: Russia has her
whirlwind dances, and Turkey the der
vishes. France has the glide, or the
boulevard glide, as It Is more commonly
known In America, and England the
minuet and slow, dreamy waltz. The
American national dance might be called
the Indian Omahi. or Buffalo dance, later
the negro buck and wing, still later the
cake walk, and today what Is generally
known as "society dances." or the hesi-
tation, turkey trot and the like.

A particularly worthy exponent of the
American style of dancing Is Inez Bauer.
at present playing Daphnle Florette. the
temperamental Pittsburgh show girl,
with Victor Morley In "My Best Girl."
which comes to the Columbia Theater
tomorrow night.

Miss Bauer is a young woman to be
reckoned with. Already she has accomp-
lished what many women fall to do In a
lifetime, commanding recognition aa on
of the foremost terpsicnorean artists In
America and considered aa well as an
actress and singer of uncommon nhilltv.
and able to fill engagements with the bestcompany on the road at a very handsomesalary. Miss Bauer was the dancing
iraiuro wnn iviuy Gordon in "The En-
chantress." and has graced the stagesor almost all of the New York theaters.

ACT0E OVERWHELMED

WITH BUBAIYATS

Guy Bates Post who Is coming next
week to the Belasco Theater In Richard
Walton Tully1 spectacular Persian ro-

mance, "Omar, the Tentmaker." Is be-

coming genuinely alarmed at the con-
stant Inundations ot copies or the "Rubal-yat-"

which he receives trom admirers.
During his eight months' engagement In
New York Mr. Poet received nearly 400

such gifts, and they continue to arrive
in large batches weekly. The explana-
tion Is simple enough. Persons who do
not even know the eminent actor are so
Impressed with his magnificent interpre-
tation as Omar Khayyam that they has-
ten to send blm a token of their appre-
ciation In the form of a copy of the
"Rubahrat" Some of the editions are
simple souvenir editions, others are beau
tiful works of art. bound In vellum and
Illustrated with rare paintings. Already
Mr. Posfs library is overrun with 'Ru- -
balvata." and If the flood keens on tha
stage. Omar fears he will have to build

imr linn,. .riiv in immmit.
hla numerous copies of the immortal
quatrains.
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